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For the Facilitator

Welcome to the InvestiGator Club® 
Prekindergarten Learning System! 
As you guide teachers through the InvestiGator Club® training, you will help them understand 
the curriculum’s foundational principles, features, and components. 

Outcomes 
Teachers will:

1.	 Understand the structure, lesson planning, and resources that support critical literacy skills 
and mathematical thinking. 

2.	 Model inquiry-based learning to motivate children to explore, solve problems, ask 
questions, and initiate meaningful conversations with peers and adults. 

3.	 Practice Science of Reading strategies and principles to effectively develop vocabulary, 
phonological, and phonemic awareness. 

4.	 Differentiate instruction to teach to children’s strengths and adapt strategies to 
accommodate learning differences.

5.	 Build essential life skills, such as resiliency, attention, listening, and patience. 

6.	 Plan for Centers, Daily Routines, Transitions, Shared Writing, Assessment, Outdoor Play,  
and Celebrations. 

7.	 Invite families into their children’s learning experiences with Dilly’s Tree House™ Family 
Engagement program for at-home learning alongside the InvestiGator Club.

Everybody will be ready to read, write, sing, and dance with the InvestiGators™. Spark curiosity 
and a love of reading every day. 

Have a Dilly of a Day!

		  Jo and Beth
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For the Facilitator

Ongoing Professional Learning in  
The InvestiGator Club®

Following is a list of Professional Learning resources that can be found on the Digital Platform.

PROGRAM OPTION: Professional Development
•	 Implementation Training Video
•	 Pre-K Training Slides
•	 Research and Professional Guide
•	 Webinars
•	 Modeling Videos: Inclusion, Literacy, Phonological Awareness, Science, Shared Writing, 

Small Groups, Sing and Dance, Kids and Characters, Meet the InvestiGators™
•	 Scope and Sequence
•	 ECERS-R Correlation
•	 Monitoring Tool for Fidelity
•	 Interactive Flapboard™ Demo

PROGRAM OPTION: Prekindergarten Learning System
•	 Teacher Guides
•	 Alternate 300-hour full Prekindergarten curriculum
•	 Assessment and Intervention System 

PROGRAM OPTION: Dilly’s Tree House Family Engagement (English and Spanish)
•	 Dilly’s Tree House™ Guides
•	 Journals
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Get Started
This Facilitator Guide and the Pre-K Training Slides may be used in either virtual or  
in-person trainings.

To access and download the slides, sign into the Digital Platform with the credentials 
provided and follow this navigation:

1.	 Choose a Program: Professional Development

2.	 Implementation

3.	 Pre-K Training Slides

Spend some smile-worthy time on the Meet the InvestiGators™ pages at  
www.investigatorclub.com. Here you can watch a video introduction of the characters, view 
Dilly’s Photo Album, explore Gator County, and sing and dance to the InvestiGator songs.

A typical training will take about two hours but can easily be extended to provide more depth 
or to include breakouts and interactive activities. The training can be customized to various 
group sizes, time requirements, and goals of the participants. 

For face-to-face trainings, the curriculum and resources should be available for participants 
to explore and use to deepen their understanding and practice planning and implementing 
lessons and activities. 

Following the Implementation Training Outline on the next page is an Overview of the 
curriculum and Teacher Guide. Participants can use the print or digital Under Construction 
Teacher Guide pages 8-23 to follow along as you preview these pages. The features will be 
expanded as you deliver the full training. The Overview will help participants feel confident 
from beginning to end. 

If you are training for a 300-hour summer school program, you will need the same 
components, slides, and resources, but you will also want to present the InvestiGator Club® 
300-hour Plan, which can be found in the Prekindergarten Learning System on the  
Digital Platform. 

On training day, you will also need basic supplies, such as paper, pencils, markers, sticky 
notes, tape, scissors. Sign in to the Digital Platform and Teacher Portal prior to the training. 

Ready, set, go! 

Give us a buzz: customer.service@robert-leslie.com, 773-935-8358

For the Facilitator



6	 Implementation Training Outline

For the Facilitator

Implementation Training Outline
Introductions and Agenda

Family of Early Learning Resources

Authors, Advisors, Contributors

Research and Foundational Documents

It all Begins with a Story

Social and Emotional Lapbooks

Science of Reading with InvestiGators™ COMICS

The Value of Characters

Meet the InvestiGators™

InvestiGator Club® Program Structure

Welcoming All Children 

Teaching to Strengths

Building Social and Emotional Skills

Teacher Guide Roadmap

Investigations and Weekly Topics

Think Like a Scientist with Investigations

STEAM and Literacy Challenge

Let’s Investigate! Introduction and Readiness Guide

Comprehensive Teacher Guide Tour

Family Engagement in the Teacher Guide

Dilly’s Tree House™ Family Engagement System

Formative Assessment and Intervention System

Teacher Portal and Digital Platform
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The Power of Investigations

The InvestiGator Club® builds upon children’s natural curiosity about the 
world and their place in it. “Purposeful inquiry” awakens the scientist and 

explorer in every child. Children learn to use their senses, ask questions, and 
find answers in a supportive, print-rich environment. 

Investigations promote deeper exploration and understanding  
of big ideas. Children are engaged in the process of learning  
and discovery using the same steps as real scientists.

• �Look and ask. Observe and look closely; sort and  
organize materials; ask questions.

• �Try it and try again. Predict and hypothesize; experiment,  
test, and explore to test ideas and predictions.

• Think about it. Record results; communicate findings.

• Make meaning. Apply the information to a large experience. 

Children use all their senses to learn about their world–seeing, touching, 
smelling, listening, and tasting. Promoting inquiry and discovery allows 
children to take the lead and use all their special energies for learning. In 
doing so, children develop a healthy self-esteem and begin to understand all 
the important contributions they make each day as they learn and grow. 

The Power of Story
Everyone loves a good story, and that is where this yearlong curriculum begins 
—with a story. A group of delightful characters, the InvestiGators, have formed a 
club to solve mysteries, tackle tough problems, and investigate their world. 
The InvestiGator Club transforms traditional story time into a dynamic learning 
experience that stresses: 

• Active participation by children as they help tell the story.

• Prediction opportunities with instant feedback.

• Problem solving and reasoning.

• Vocabulary development.

• Empathy for familiar characters. 

Overview
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The Value of Characters
Just as children have questions about themselves and their world, so do the 
characters in The InvestiGator Club. As children tell and retell stories about 
the characters, they come to know and care about them. Children will quickly 
relate to the important life lessons that the characters explore all year long: 
Don’t give up, believe in yourself, look out for friends. With all the surprises 
around the corner and mysteries to solve, it’s good to have the comfort and 
security of old friends!

Characters are used to help children:

• �Talk about and practice important social and emotional  
skills, such as kindness, taking turns, and overcoming fears.

• �Recall details about story settings and characters to  
comprehend new stories. 

• �Use prior knowledge to make predictions and  
solve problems.

• �Find common ground between the InvestiGators’ world  
and their own.



System Organization
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Science-Based Research

Practice, Apply, Enrich

System 
Resources

Assessment and 
Intervention

Inquiry-Based Investigations

Investigate 
Math 

Activities

Building Social 
and Emotional 

Skills

STEAM  
and Literacy 
Challenge

Outdoor Play 
and Learning

Dilly’s Tree House 
Family Engagement



System Organization Instructional Format  
and Strategies
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Week 1

•	� Investigation Launch: Teacher-Directed 
Flapboard Lesson

•	� Investigation Station: Project, Child-Initiated 
Investigation 

Weeks 1–4

•	� Opening Circle Time Explicit Lessons and 
Choices (Oral Language)

•	� Everyday Literacy: Phonological Awareness

•	� Everyday Literacy: Alphabet Knowledge

•	� Small Group Explicit Lessons and Choices

•	� Whole Group Explicit Lessons and Choices

•	� Closing Circle Time Explicit Lessons and 
Choices (Shared Writing)

•	� Daily Routines, Transitions, and Quick 
Minutes

•	� Ten Learning Centers for Child-Initiated 
Learning

Week 4 Special Features

•	� Investigation Celebration

•	� Family Investigation Night

Teacher Guide Structure

Each Teacher Guide is a detailed roadmap for an Investigation that integrates 
 learning within a flexible structure. All Teacher Guides include Investigation 

and weekly planners, differentiation and classroom management tips, 
observational assessment, and family engagement resources in English and 
Spanish. 



Every inquiry-based investigation balances active child-centered 
 learning through play with intentional teacher-directed instruction. 

Investigation topics integrate learning in ten domains by exploring 
weekly themes focused on children’s real-world experiences and prior 
knowledge. 

Investigations and Themes
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2. Under Construction

Let’s Build 

Homes 

Tools and Helpers 

Builders at Work
4

4

4

4

5. Splash and Dig

Fun with Water 

Oceans and Beaches 

Lakes and Shores 

Rivers and Wetlands 
4

4

4

4

6. Watch It Grow 

Trees 

Fruits and Veggies 

Flowers 

To Market, To Market
4

4

4

4

7. Weather Watchers

Rain and Snow 

Sun and Clouds 

In the Sky 

Seasons
4

4

4

4

1. Let’s Investigate! Program Introduction

The eight-week introduction presents characters, investigation 
techniques, and readiness concepts through literature and hands-on 
activities. The following six regular Investigations are four weeks each.

Pets 

Farm Animals 

Wild Animals 

Creepy Crawlies  

4. Finny, Feathery,  
Furry Friends

4

4

4

4

3. Healthy You

Body and Senses 

Food and Exercise 

I Can Do It! 

Safety and Health
4

4

4

4

Online Investigations (four weeks each)  
Marvelous Me, Wheels and Wings, Wonderful Water, Sensational Seasons



Your Schedule, Your Way

8:00–8:15	 Arrival/Transition

8:15–8:30	 Opening Circle Time

8:30–8:45	 Everyday Literacy

8:45–9:30	 Learning Centers/Free Play

9:30–9:40	 Clean Up and Transition

9:40–10:00	 Small Group Instruction

10:00–10:20	 Snack and Bathroom Break

10:20–10:40	 Whole Group Activity

10:40–11:10	 Indoor/Outdoor Play

11:10–11:20	 Clean Up and Transition

11:20–11:30	 Closing Circle Time

11:30		  Dismissal

8:00–8:15	 Arrival and Transition

8:15–8:40	 Opening Circle Time

8:40–9:00	 Everyday Literacy

9:00–9:40	 Learning Centers/Free Play

9:40–10:00	 Small Group Instruction

10:00–10:20	 Clean Up and Snacks

10:20–10:40	 Whole Group Activity

10:40–11:00	 Small Group Instruction

11:00–11:30	 Indoor/Outdoor Play

11:30–12:15	 Clean Up, Lunch, and Transition

12:15–1:30	 Storytime, Rest Period

1:30–1:45	 Whole Group Activity

1:45–2:30	 Learning Centers/Free Play

2:30–2:45	 Closing Circle Time

2:45		  Dismissal

Sample Half-Day ScheduleSample Whole-Day Schedule

Prekindergarten classrooms are as unique and diverse as the teachers 
and children they hold. Classes can meet two, three, or five days a 

week. Some programs are full-day and others are half-day. The InvestiGator 
Club recognizes these differences. Flexibility and choice are built into each 
Investigation, allowing teachers to choose the lessons and activities that 
best fit their schedules. 
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Teacher Guide Tour
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Daily Routines
Every Teacher Guide includes several pages of Daily Routines created 
specifically for that Investigation. Songs and finger plays, riddles, and 
snack time ideas help you pack high-quality learning into your day.

Transitions are  
tricky! Here are some 
fresh new ideas for 
success.

Teach important 
concepts that get 
children talking and 
moving.



3-step pictorial 
directions foster 
independence.

Center suggestions often 
build on previous stories, 
Investigations, or other 
activities.

Learning Centers
There’s nothing ordinary about the center ideas in The InvestiGator 
Club. 140 center activities address key prekindergarten curriculum 
standards throughout the program.

Preview page 8
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Engaging stories 
invite prediction, 
discussion, and 
repeated reading.

Vocabulary is highlighted  
in English and Spanish.

Investigation Launch
Every Investigation Launch begins with a curiosity-sparking Interactive 
Flapboard experience. Each lesson is designed to promote critical thinking, 
participation, and peer interaction.

“ Flapboarding promotes  
	 ‘mindful learning, ’ creating  
	 an environment where  
	 real learning can take place.”Judi Coffey—CEO, Robert-Leslie Publishing
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Project-Oriented 
Learning is alive 
and well in The 
InvestiGator Club!

Each Investigation is 
supported by relevant 
research. Open-ended yet 

structured activities 
encourage purposeful 
exploration extending 
over several weeks.

Investigation Station
After launching, children are introduced to the Investigation Station, a 
scientific exploration that invites children to ask questions, experiment, 
and connect ideas to real life.
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Opening Circle Time
The first minutes of class set the tone for the rest of the day. 
That’s why The InvestiGator Club is full of fun, child-centered 
ideas for this important time, including original songs, finger 
plays, and rhymes. Oral language is what we do!

Discussion questions 
tap children’s prior 
knowledge and 
introduce new 
vocabulary words.

Children use new 
vocabulary as they 
sing and act out a 
song.

Connections help 
children relate 
concepts across 
content areas.

Choice menus help 
you add variety to 
your weekly lesson 
plans.

Model

Lesson

Teacher 

Choices
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Under Construction 59

Opening Circle Time

Choices

Kinesthetic Have 

children make 

up gestures and 

movements to 

pantomime machines 

and vehicles at work 

on the construction 

site as they listen to 

“Construction Site” and 

“Construction Vehicles” 

in the Listen to Your 

World Environmental 

Sounds.

Differentiation

Objectives

• Listen for different purposes.

• ELL: Develop a vocabulary of object 

names and English phrases.

Materials

• Listen to Your World Environmental 

Sounds

Oral Language: What Do You See?

Beforehand, make a cardboard “fence” with a knothole in it.  

As children come to the circle, hold the fence up to your face  

and peek through the hole. Once they are seated, say: Wow!  

What a busy construction site! I see workers with hardhats. 

Would you like to take a look? Have children take turns peeking 

through the fence and naming something they might see at a 

construction site. Ask: Would you like to work at a construction 

site? What job would you like to do?

Objectives

• Initiate and respond in conversations 

and discussions with peers.

• Identify objects in the environment.

Materials

• cardboard

• scissors

• marker

Oral Language: Off to Work

Put on a hardhat, work gloves, and safety goggles, and grab your 

toolbox. Ask children to listen for clues about who you are and where 

you are going as you recite the following chant:

Hardhat, gloves, steel‑toed boots,

Safety goggles, and my tools.

I’m off to work. Can you guess where?

And can you guess what I’m building there? 

A store, a school, a factory,

An office, a mall, or a library,

A zoo, a park, an aquarium,

A firehouse, or a stadium,

An apartment house, a hospital,

A new museum, or a grand hotel?

Who am I? Where am I going? Encourage children to tell about a 

construction site they have seen.

Objectives

• Listen for different purposes.

• Understand roles, responsibilities, and 

services of community workers.

Materials

• construction worker props (hardhat, 

safety goggles, work gloves)

Choices

If children have difficulty 

naming objects at 

a construction site, 

provide pictures, naming 

the objects as you 

display them. Record 

progress as anecdotal 

notes.

Assessment

Oral Language: Whoosh! Whoosh!

Remind children how the InvestiGator Club investigated strange noises 

coming from City Square. Play “Construction Site” and “Construction 

Vehicles” sounds in Listen to Your World Environmental Sounds. Have 

children guess where the sounds are coming from and what is making them.

Children can mimic other construction site sounds for the class to guess.

Gather pictures related 

to construction sites 

such as buildings 

under construction, 

construction vehicles 

and machines, and 

workers. As children 

peek through the hole 

in the fence, hold up 

different pictures for 

them to identify.

For 3-year-olds

Provide verbal clues 

as children look at 

construction vehicles: 

Do you see a steam 

shovel? Where is it?

ELL

Oral Language: Steam Shovel

Show a picture of a steam shovel. Ask children where they might see a 

steam shovel. Have children pantomime how a steam shovel 

digs and lifts. Ask what vehicle might 

carry the dirt that a steam shovel digs up. 

Then say this chant together:

The steam shovel scoop 

Opens its mouth so wide,

Then scoops up the dirt 

And lays it aside.

Materials

• Oral Language Card 36
Objectives

• Listen to and recite familiar poems  

and chants.

• Initiate and respond in conversations 

and discussions with peers.

crane

steamroller

dump truck

steam shovel
ROBERT-LESLIE 

PUBLISHIN G 

T HE   E ARLY   C HILDHOOD   C OMPAN Y ® 

Phonological 
awareness activities 
are loaded with child 
appeal.

Carefully 
sequenced 
phonological 
awareness activities 
are repeated all 
year long.

Engage children 
with Dilly and 
Friends Lapbooks, 
Alphabet Cards, 
games, songs, 
posters, and more!

Assess children’s 
alphabet and letter 
knowledge with  
point-of-use 
assessment.

Alphabet Knowledge

60 Everyday Literacy

Everyday Literacy

SWOP

OGP 2005-11-061D  CMYK A-2540-175L-017
SWOP
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Let’s Investigate! 61

Instead of having 
children use Dilly’s 
Alphabet Cards, have 
them simply sing and 
dance to the song.

For 3-year-olds

Objectives
• Listen to and sing along with alphabet songs while following print.• Identify first and last in a series.

In an article from 
Scientific American, 
reading researchers 
stated that children’s 
phonological awareness 
and alphabet knowledge 
are predictive of reading 
ability in the elementary 
grades. 

Research

Sing the Song
Play the recording of “Dilly’s Alphabet Song,” tracking print on the poster as you sing. Play the song again. Invite children to join in  when they can.

Alphabet Knowledge
Use “Dilly’s Alphabet Song” to introduce the alphabet.

Make Connections
Give each child one or more Alphabet Cards. Slowly recite the words  to “Dilly’s Alphabet Song.” As each letter is named, point to the child with the letter(s) to form a line. Then play “Dilly’s Alphabet Song” as children march around the room in alphabetical order with you as leader, holding the puppet. Then say: Who is the first person in line? (Jamila) is holding A, first letter of the alphabet. Who is the last person in line? (Michael) is holding Z, last letter of the alphabet.

Check Up

While you sing the song and practice the skill, note the following:  Does the child readily recognize or volunteer knowledge of the   alphabet?
  Does the child recognize or volunteer knowledge of the alphabet   after additional practice?
  Does the child need more time with the concept?After the lesson, record notes about each child’s progress on the Anecdotal Notes Form and place it in his or her portfolio.

Dilly’s Alphabet Song
Dilly’s Alphabet Song

©Robert-Leslie Publishing
All logos, characters, and place names are trademarks of Robert-Leslie Publishing LLC 

and cannot be used without permission of the publisher. All rights reserved. 

Dilly sailed from river to seaTrying to collect the ABCs.Help her remember which ones to get
By singing her the alphabet.A, B, C, and D.

E, F, and don’t forget G.H, I, J, and K.
L, M, N, O. We’re over halfway!P, Q, R, and S

T, U, V. Now you can guess—Which are the last that Dilly will see?
W, X, Y, and Z!Will Dilly remember which ones to get?

Yes, you and Dilly know the alphabet!

OGP 2005-10-137CMYK A-2540-175L-017

SWOP
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Materials
• Alphabet Song Poster• Dilly Puppet
• Dilly’s Music and Movement Songs• Dilly’s Alphabet Cards

Set the Stage
Display the Alphabet Song Poster. Use the Dilly Puppet to explain: These are the letters in the alphabet. Each letter looks different, and each has its own name. Point to and name each letter and have children repeat. Ask: Where have you seen letters before? Tell children that they will begin to learn about the alphabet as they investigate letters all around them and learn to sing “Dilly’s Alphabet Song.” 

Get Started
Tell children that words are everywhere. Words can be spoken, and words can be written down. Every word has one or more letters in it. This is why all of the letters of the alphabet are so important. Ask: • Where do you hear words? • Where do you see words written down? • What’s fun about hearing and reading stories?Show examples of words around the room. Explain: All the words we say or read are made up of different letters of the alphabet. 

OGP 2005-11-061D  CMYK A-2540-175L-029

Everyday Literacy

60 Everyday Literacy

Rock and RhymeTell children that words like blue/clue, sock/rock, and nail/pail rhyme. 

Have them say the pairs several times to listen for the rhyming sounds. 

Set out a dump truck. Say pairs of words, having children repeat them 

after you. For each pair that rhymes, have a child put a rock or block in 

the dump truck. When the truck is full, roll it over to the “construction 

site.” Begin with these word pairs:truck/duck dump/stump wheel/peel bed/cab door/floor

Objective
• Recognize rhymes. Materials

• toy dump truck• rocks or blocks

Use these activities to develop phonological awareness. 

Phonological Awareness

Record names and modifications.

IEP Note

Two decades of research have shown that the presence of phonological awareness is a hallmark characteristic of good readers.

Research

See the Let’s Investigate! Teacher Guide for explicit lessons that introduce rhyming words (pages 128–129) and sounds in spoken words (pages 106–107).

Management

Clap Words
Run a toy dump truck through the circle. Let each child touch the truck 

and explore how it moves.• Say a sentence about dump trucks, such as: Dump trucks are big!

• Repeat the sentence, clapping once for each word. Count the words.

Have children follow the same routine as they clap and count the 

words in new sentences about dump trucks: The dump truck has 

four wheels. The dump truck is yellow. The bed lifts up. 
Objective
• Discriminate and identify sounds 

in spoken language.
Materials
• toy dump truck 

Everyday Literacy

Under Construction 61

Use these activities to develop alphabet knowledge.

Alphabet Song

Have children sing “Dilly’s Alphabet Song” with you. Here are some 

activities to repeat throughout the week:

• Invite volunteers to sing it for the group. 

• Clap the rhythm, encouraging children to join in.

• Point to the letters on the poster as children sing.

The Letter Mm

Dilly has a new letter to share. Invite her to share it by chanting:

Dilly, Dilly, come out to play. 

What letter have you brought today?

Then have Dilly reveal Alphabet Card Mm. Say:

• Manny is dressed like a mailbox! Do you remember why? 

(He is in a play at school.) 

• Point to M and m. Manny’s name starts with capital M. The 

word mailbox starts with small m. The letter M makes the /m/ 

sound in Manny and mailbox.

• Describe the shape of M and m. Capital M looks like mountains.  

This m is smaller than capital M. It has two humps. Show how 

each letter is formed. Then have children write the letters in the air.

Let children be “M and m” investigators. Give them letter cutouts, and 

direct them to different areas where they can match their letters.

Alphabet Knowledge

Objective

• Listen to and sing along with alphabet 

songs while following print.

Materials

• Alphabet Song Poster

• Dilly’s Music and Movement Songs

Objectives

• Know that letters of the alphabet are a 

special category of visual graphics.

• Match and sort letters. 

Materials

• Dilly Puppet

• Dilly’s Alphabet Card Mm

• construction paper letters M and m 

See the Let’s Investigate! 

Teacher Guide for an 

explicit lesson that 

introduces the alphabet 

(pages 60–61).

Management

Collect samples of 

children’s writing for 

their portfolios.

Assessment

OGP 2005-10-137DCMYK A-2540-175L-062

SWOP
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Dilly’s Alphabet SongDilly’s Alphabet Song
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Dilly sailed from river to sea
Trying to collect the ABCs.
Help her remember which ones to get
By singing her the alphabet.
A, B, C, and D.
E, F, and don’t forget G.
H, I, J, and K.
L, M, N, O. We’re over halfway!
P, Q, R, and S
T, U, V. Now you can guess—
Which are the last that Dilly will see?
W, X, Y, and Z!
Will Dilly remember which ones to get?
Yes, you and Dilly know the alphabet!
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Everyday Literacy
The InvestiGator Club focuses 
on the four literacy domains 
recognized as critical for young 
children’s future reading success: 
oral language development, 
phonological awareness, 
vocabulary, and alphabet 
knowledge. Other important skills 
and concepts, such as written 
expression, print awareness, and 
motivation to read, are regularly 
addressed.
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Key vocabulary 
words are listed 
in English and 
Spanish.

Questions help 
teachers quickly 
assess children’s 
understanding.

Choices allow you to 
select the activities 
that best meet your 
program needs and 
the interests of the 
children in your 
classroom. 

Model

Lesson

Teacher 

Choices

Small Group
Explicit lessons for foundational skills and content areas  
are grounded in the latest scientific evidence regarding 
child development and best practices. 
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Model

Lesson

Literature is 
revisited many 
times for a variety 
of purposes.

Objectives match 
domains and 
standards you 
need to teach.

Tips are provided 
for different 
learning styles 
within the group.

Give English 
learners the best 
possible head 
start on learning.

Additional Whole 
Group lesson 
choices provide 
options for every 
day of the week. 

Teacher 

Choices

Whole Group
Whole Group lessons provide modeled instruction that brings 
children together to participate in a shared writing or reading 
experience, engage in interactive math learning, and explore 
content areas and social-emotional concepts. 
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Model questions 
and procedures 
set the stage for a 
successful writing 
experience.

Children learn print 
concepts and “share the 
pen” in Shared Writing 
lessons.

Children work with 
a variety of writing 
forms, including 
charts, letters, and 
stories.

Children close 
every day with 
Sharing Chair 
and other oral 
language activities.

Model

Lesson

Teacher 

Choices

Closing Circle Time
The end of the day is an important time for helping children 
connect the day’s new learning to prior experiences. 
Explicit Shared Writing lessons in each week’s Closing Circle 
Time focus on the writing process through a variety of 
developmentally appropriate practices and activities. 
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Celebrate children’s progress in 
child-friendly ways for a fun and 
memorable day.

Hands-on problem solving and 
play give children the time and 
encouragement to apply their 
learning. 

Every Investigation 
ends with activities to 
celebrate learning.

“ �If it ’s worth learning, it ’s worth 
celebrating. Celebrations cement 
learning!” Quantum Teaching: Orchestrating Student Success

Investigation Celebration
At the end of each Investigation, celebrate with a special day 
that includes cooperative projects, dancing and singing, and a 
simple ceremony to acknowledge each child’s participation and 
accomplishments. 


